Minutes of the WHI Board Meeting May 11, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 6:10.  Ian volunteered to take notes because he’s crazy.

Members present: Lynn Martin, Susan Shea, Sandy Pechillo, Lisa Shippee, Ingrid Gordon, Frank Adams, Tom Powel, Jesse Kayan, Ian Diamondstone,  Karen Cribari (arrived later as she notified us).

Guests: Paul from Stewart Management, Chris from the Reformer, Beth Baldwin Page from The Boys and Girls Club and Nancy Pelosi.

Ingrid conducted the meeting as Karen notified us that she would be arriving late.

Business:  Jesse began by introducing Beth from The B+G’s Club and expressed appreciation for the club’s presence and programs at Westgate.  Jesse presented Beth with a certificate of appreciation and a check.   Beth reciprocated with kind words about Westgate and the plan to increase attendance beginning in September.  Beth said they are working with the school bus company so that kids can ride the bus to Westgate beginning in the fall.

Financials:  Paul from Stewart Property Management presented the 4 month combined operating report.   He pointed out and explained 10 items that were a little out of the ordinary but overall everything looks good.   Paul discussed an upcoming change that as property managers they would like to initiate in the next round of lease renewals.  It is making Westgate a “smoking-free” property.   He said there are 4 main issues, 1. health 2. costs of turning apartments over 3. health of those exposed to 2nd and 3rd hand smoke 4. pending litigation from non-smokers against property owners who allowed smoking.

Tom presented WHI P+L’s and everything looks fine.  Jesse commented on funds raised and funds that will be needed.

Lynn said the Chinese Caligraphy workshop was wonderful.

An “Entrepreneur page for odd jobs” was suggested for the Westgate newsletter.

An $800 dollar grant was given to Westgate to buy materials to build a raised bed garden.

Only $300 has been raised so far for the summer enrichment program which cost around $4000 last year.   Jesse said he suggested waiting and seeing if more funds come in and staffing will be a little different so “don’t worry”.

Many called out to motion to accept the financials and Ian seconded it.   Everyone voted to accept except one abstention.

Mention of April’s minutes, Tom motioned to accept them and it was seconded and approved.

Housekeeping:   Jesse gave us an update about an Americorps hopeful-hire.   Jesse told us that he has been working on an annual report but that it would cost $285 for printing and that WHI really needs a new computer so the programs he uses are compatible with other computers/programs.

Jesse, Frank and Ingrid all reported that the trip to Washington DC was beneficial and interesting.   They reported on workshops relating to HUD changes, governmental policy changes and Veteran’s housing.

Americorps: Jesse reported for Jackson and said that Jackson is working too many hours, is stressed and he had a successful trip to Burlington despite last-minute changes on behalf of the organizers of the trip.  Jesse gave Jackson a homework assignment to figure out how to reduce his hours and stress, thus, Jackson was not at this meeting.

Jesse remembered that WHI needed to make a $250 contribution to a scholarship fund and Ian motioned to accept the contribution and it was seconded by a chorus and accepted by the same.

Policy: WTA has formed a committee on how policies are handled, developed and instituted.   Lisa Shippee is on the committee to review the 24 pages of current policies.

P.S. Meeting was adjourned but Sandi added that Nancy had responded to her issues around having water in her basement and Sandi expressed her approval of the steps that have and are being taken including the use of a dehumidifier, painting parts of the basement after they are cleaned and adding a sump-pump.

Upcoming Meetings/Events:

Next Executive Meeting will be 6/1 at 6 pm.

Next Board Meeting will be 6/8 at 6 pm.

Annual WHI and Financial update with Paul will be 7/13 at 6 p.m.

WTA BBQ and Board Meeting will be Sat 6/12 at 11:30 a.m.

