Minutes of the WHI Board meeting, March 9, 2010

Members attending: Lynn Martin, Lisa Shippee, Ingrid Gordon, Frank Adams, Ian Diamondstone, Tom Powel, Sandy Pechillo and Karen Cribari. Susan Shea was excused. CSC Jesse Kayan was present.

The meeting was called to order at 6:05pm. There were no guests or introductions.

Review of 2/9/10 Minutes: There was one correction to the minutes. Karen Cribari was not listed as present. Ian made a motion to accept the minutes as amended. Frank seconded. The minutes were accepted with no opposition, 7 yeas and 1 abstention.

Housekeeping: Boys and Girls Club Memorandum of Understanding. Discussion continued around producing a written agreement between The Club and WHI. Jesse will produce copy for both entities to sign. We wondered about such things as liability and the policies of both the Community Center and The Club.

Financials: Jesse presented the Profit & Loss statement for February, and the balance sheet as of March 1. WHI has been receiving the $1250 monthly surplus payments. That and an individual business contribution of $1260 contributed to an income of $1364.39 after expenses. Jesse gave a fundraising update. A $2,000 Windham Foundation Grant came in, and there is a grant out to The NE Grassroots Environmental Fund for $1,000. Jesse is looking for other grant opportunities for the Summer Enrichment Program. Thanks to Jackson for all the individual fundraising he is doing.

WTA Report: Frank has submitted preferred dates to The Welcome Center and is awaiting word. Once again this year, they are reluctant about giving both WTA and WHI dates, but Frank asked if WHI was interested if a date came open. They are beginning preparations for the BBQ/Annual Meeting, and Jesse has set up a new balloting system to encourage representation from each level.
CSC Report: Free and low cost tickets were secured for the Women’s film Festival to be subsidized by the Women’s Empowerment budget. There has been low turnout for events, and Jesse will try to revitalize interest. Jesse has been following the housing funding debates during this legislative session. He has spoken with the lobbyist from VT Affordable Housing Coalition. Funding gaps are being closed by voluntary pay cuts from state worker’s unions and efficiency measures at VHCB. He will attend the March 18 meeting of Tri Park’s board to encourage collaboration with Westgate.

Other Business: National Low Income Housing Coalition Conference in April. There are grant funds to be used, but Jesse asked for input on budget for himself and 2 or 3 residents to attend. There is a potential to win sponsorship for 2 people. There has been concern expressed by WTA members about fees and penalties imposed. We need to be sure that procedures agreed upon by WHI are followed. Discussion will continue. AmeriCorps – Application is due in by April 18, hoping for a 6/1 start date, and a hiring committee must form.
Motion to adjourn by Ian. Tom seconded. Meeting adjourned at 8:02pm.

